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Visualization of Health Inequalities and Social
Determinants of Health

—JAGES 2010-11 Project

Katsunori Kondo", JAGES Project

Abstract

Health Japan 21 (Stage 2) aims to reduce health inequalities, improve the social
environment including social capital (social cohesion) and promote a shift to commu-
nity development based on community diagnosis, even for the prevention of functional
decline. However, Japan is behind Western countries regarding visualization.

Here we outline the Japan Gerontological Evaluation Study (JAGES) project
funded by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare Grant-in-Aids for Scientific Re-
search etc. to address these issues and discuss potentials and challenges for increasing
visualization.

First, JAGES determined the importance of benchmarks and their limitations and
challenges based on a literature review, established a scheme for benchmarks in policy
evaluation and indicator selection criteria and determined risks and protective factors
of incident functional disability. Next, a collaborative study with 31 municipalities
around Japan was conducted to build a database of over 100,000 older adults who were
ineligible for long-term care, compile indicators and develop a benchmark system for
providing feedback to insurers. Analyses were performed on the appropriateness of
indicators based on risk factors or protective factors clarified in longitudinal studies
and community intervention studies.

We discuss the framework for government-researcher collaboration, the multidi-
mensional significance of developing a database and benchmark system and future
challenges such as testing the appropriateness of benchmarks, the potential and chal-
lenges for developing a prototype comprehensive benchmark system for effective, effi-
cient and equitable long-term care policies based on visualization of health inequalities
and social determinants of health and use of big data in the field of social security.

Keywords : Visualization, Benchmark, Care prevention, Inequalities in health, Social
capital
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