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Verification of Care Quality Indices
from Primary Nursing Care Authorization Data

—Ons-site Investigation of Intensive-care Nursing Homes——

Michiyo ITO, Katsunori KONDO, Yuko NAKAMURA

This blind study aimed to verify the validity of three indices for the rate of mainte-
nance and improvement of necessary nursing care levels compiled from primary nurs-
ing care requirement authorization system data, in order to determine whether these
criteria fully reflect the quality of care at intensive-care facilities providing long-term
care covered by public aid.

The study focused on six intensive-care homes for the elderly. Three researchers
performed an on-site investigation of the care process without knowing the index-based
evaluation. A rank correlation coefficient analysis was used to determine the relation-
ship between the results from their investigation and those based on the indices.

An analysis of the data revealed a strong positive correlation between the rate of
maintenance and improvement of necessary nursing care levels and investigators’ eval-
uation score (p=0.78 to 0.99). The rate of maintenance and improvement of the ability
to feed one’s self had a significant correlation with the three indices (p=0.90 to 0.97),
but no significant correlation was found with the rate of maintenance and improvement
of the ability to use the toilet by one’s self.

The results suggest that the rate of maintenance and improvement of necessary
nursing care levels reflect the comprehensive quality of care.

Key Words : Quality of care, Quality indicator, Blind study, Certification data of
needed long-term care, Intensive-care home for the elderly
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